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Chamber of Commerce, to the address of the 
{ London Committee of China Merchauts, and 
j adopted, with only one dissentient voice, at 
| yesterday's meeting of the Chamber. In 
order to complete ‘our Record for readers at 
a distance, we shall to-morrow give the Pro- 
| test which Mr. Hanbury entered against the 

same, We trust that like the Chinaman, Mr. 
Dixwell, (who noticed the difference between 
| the action of a Consul under instruction of 
| superiors and his feelings as a man), Mr. 
Hanbury has allowed his duty to his Chinese 
'| constituents to over ride his sense of justice as 
a Foreign Merchant :-— 

Saanenar, November 15th, 1870 

To the Chairman of 

THE LONDON COMMITTES OF CHINA MERCHANTS. 
81r,— The Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce 
have beea mach gratified to learn, from the news- 
| papers, the prompt action your Committee had 
_| taken in bringing to the notice of Her Majesty’. 
Government, the cfliical position of Foreign rela- | 
tious with China arising out of the atrocious mas- 
sacre at Tientsin, on the 2ist June last. You 
will have heard by subsequent orails that nothing 
had transpired in this country to allay the anxiety | 
with which all who are interested in China must 
regard such grave events; and, feeling sure that : 
.| you will. not have puetet pant. ilan< while } 
affaires are so unsettled b , . 
ments ant the -Chinese, we shall esteem -it | to be 
our daty froti time'ko tiie, to “invite your Atien- 
tivn to any points that may arise, on it may 
be desirable to take action. 


'| taking which may be fraught with great 

to the true interests of Foreigners and of the well- | 
disposec—which is the most importaut—section 
of the Chinese om, send : 
_ Cxuse-now has favourably known to Fore- 
iguers ever since the opening of trade at 
under the convention of 1860, during which 
he has filled the important post of 
of trade for the three northern 
been regarded as a liberal-m 
altogether averse to measures wh 
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The ostensible object of his voyage is to make 
some explanation to the French government 
concerning the massacre of ites protegees and 
subjeet$ at Tientsin. At present we have no pre, 


- cise information as to the chatacter ih which h 


is to present himself in Paris, The French Charge 
@’Affaires, Count Rocugcnovakt, states in a circu. 
lar letter to the Frerch Consuls in China, that 
‘* at his request the Chinese has sent 
H.E, Cuuxe-mow as ambassador to France, to ex- 
—_ and if ible to gain approval of his con- 
uct.” Andin a dispatch, copy of the translation 
of which has been courteously furnished to the 
Chamber by direction’ of Count Rocomevmovarr, 
His Imperial Highness Prince KUne refers to the 


|| Proposed Embassy in these words ; “ Our acquies- 
| cese in your wishes (viz. that the three m ins 
| who are believed to have instigated the massacre 
| should suffer capital punishment) would cause 


t embarrassments to China, and the explana- 
of these can naturally be given wiva voce b 


| His Excellency Cuune to your noble government.” 
| This is all that is publicly known at present on 


“7 is cain he mission, ted by Pr 
The of the as sta ince 
Kuna, + ominously like that of its ecessor 


which has wro such incalculable mischief both 


| to China and her foreign relations. 1t was to re- 


present China’s “‘ difficnities ” that, according to 
Mr. Hart, the Burtingama Embassy was sent 


| forth, and should the present mission at all resem- 


ble that in its operation it will be a public calami- 
ty. em 
Count Roonecmovart'’s brief account of the 


| mission is not free from incongruity, The ‘* con- 
} dact” which Caune-now is going to bs pas is his 


own share in the massacre of French su 


; this 
however resolves itself into a single 


question of 


fact, whether he did or did not connive at, whether 
rc did or did not encourage, the atrocities perpe. 


trated under bis ment at Tientsin ; 
be Lee pando tns bay any new light can be shed 
of this question by investigations in Paris. Again 
| if Chung-how is going tv tiate the French 
nation for acts of his about which there is no dis- 
ute, t was hardly necessary to invest him with 
igh dignities for such an errand. ¢ 
Although the scope of the mission of Chung- 
how should be limited to representations at Paris 
in connection with his personal share jin the Tien- 
in massacre, it is annecessary to inform your 
Committee that its reception may have an impor- 
tant effect on the position of Foreigners generally 
in China, and evenjon the prospects of trade. Our 
relations with the Chinese are of such a nature as 
to bind all classes of Foreigners by a common in- 
terest. The victims of the Tientsin out rage were 
not French alone, but of various nationalities, 
British included. Your Committee may therefore 
be in a position, if only indirectly, to influence the 
decision of the governments to which the Mission 
may address itself ; in which hope we would now 
urge the special objection which the Foreign com- © 
munities in China entertain to the official reception 
of Chang-how by any civilized power. That ob- 
-jection is nothing less than Chung-how’s su 
sonny in the barbarous murders of the twenty - 
ene Europeans who were living under his protec- 
tion. Chung-how was at the head of the executive 
civil and military, of Tientsin at the time “hen 
that horrible atrocity was perpetrated in o 
day, and he had held that responsible position f 
ten years, during which time he was in constant 


others. 


troops on the day after the, 
| protect Foreigners in dre wretfomunt, : 


to light since Mr. Fowranter was cut‘down at 
Cuune-now's door, and in his. presence, 
that the public must 36 oe of his conduct; the 
opinion of M. FonTanigr before the event can 
have comparatively little weight. No foreigners 
previous to the massacre cou.d have sup that 
Chung-how, who had been so long and: favourably 
) knowo to them, would connive at go atrocious a 
Crime, but if M. Fontanier had lived to see the 
tragedy of the 2ist June completed, it is reasona- 

ble to suppose he would have given a different 
verdict, 7 

_ Tt is unnecessary to follow Chung. how's conduct 
into further detail, as there is morefthan: sufficient 
prima facie evidence in what we have advanced to 

show that before being received as an Ambassador, 

Chang-how should be called on to exculpate him- 

~ from the murder of the victims of the 2is¢ 

une, 


The importance of the present crisis in Foreign 
relatious with China cau hardly be exaggerated, 
as the success of snch a Mission as Chung-how's 
may go far to destroy what little remains of tnat 
| prestige which has been the security for Foreigners 
in China, and .he guarantee of peace betvreen the 
respective countries. The Imperial Government 
has declined to punish the real: instigators of the 
massacre, or even to go through any form of ixyes- 
tigation into their guilt or innocence, The two 


amagistrates,{who have been nominally exilled, have 
not been tried for the murder, and are thus punish- 
ed only for their incapacity to preserv@ order ; 
while the General Chen-kwo-jui, the capital pun- 
ishmeut of whom was likewise demanded by the} 
French Charge d' Affaires, has scarcely even been 
alluded to in the despatches from the Prince Kung. 
it has thus been published throughout the Empire 
of China, that foreigners may be outraged with 
impunity, provided their assailants be sufficiently | 
influential, and no argument is needed to shew you 
thas the most (isastrous consequences mity 
result from this discovery. 

But as if it were not e ough to allow-the gailty 
to escape, the Imperial government has marke! 
the occasion hy an act of shocking barbarity 
towards a number of innocent persons, twenty 
of whom have been sentenced to death, and six- 
teen* of them have been already beheaded at Tien- | 
isin. Whether or not any of these unfortunates 
actually took part in the massacre of 2ist June, | 


the fact that the 2 by purchase 


factors of the 2lst June, if any were among 
sixteen bebeaded on the 18th October, have 
thus elevated to the rank of martyrs, an event 


calculated to allay the popular hostility to 
hich Sinigen 


its 


inflamed 
ym eny 4 
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. 
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retributive in its 
Instead of 
amount is 


gal of the accompanying pamphlet, which is 


The eltvets of 
would be deplorable enough under any circum- 
Siauces ; but the dauger to amicable relations 
will be greatly intensified by the proposed 


expedition of Chung-how. He is so notorious- |' 


ly implicated in the marders of June, that his 
being permitted to leave China, even on the 
petence of a mission to France, will he, in , 
thé eyes of the whole Chinese people, a public 
condonation of that crime; while his actual | 
reception by the French government, and still | 
more the success of his re tations, could | 


vot fail to degrade all Foreigners in the eycs | 


Chinese, before whom it is s0 important | 
It. more- 


of the 
to maintain our self-r 


over exert a most injurious influence on the | 
Chinese authoities themselves, by convincing | 
them that any ry ite tided over, | 
upy outrage atoned for,,by eup diplome iT. 
ca the furturée.. The 
Mission has assur- | 
_ ea them of their power to over-reach and 


nd hollow promises for 
suecess Of the Buarli 


riisléad the nations of the west. If they are 
 #econd time suctessful ia. this policy, and 
maguage to gloss over a terrible 
that of Tientsin, the position of every fore- 
igner m the empire will be imperilled. 

There can be no question that a powerful 
faction exists among the litera govern- 
ing classes, who entertain deadly hatred to 
foreigners, and cherish hopes of their expul- 
sion or extermination. The kind of means 
to which this faction will resort to further 
their designs may be gathered from the peru- 


a translation of a book written by a men of 
high literary attainments, and is circulated 
from the Yamen of the mandarins Itis 


called a ‘‘ Death Blow to Corrupt Doctrines, ” | 


and its object is to associate the name of 
foreigners with the most revolting practices. 
Though a production of almost inconceivable 
obscenity and falsehood, it furnishes an in- 
structive picture of two classes of the people 
with whom we have to deal. The unscrupu- 
lous animosity of the anti-foreign official 
party is there clearly exhibited, and the ig- 
norance and superstition of the 
whom the book is intended, is made eq 
plain. While efforts like these are 
made to poison the minds of the 


in regard to foreigners, and to stimulate them 


to such outrages as that at Tientsin, it is 
self-evident that the only wise or safe, or 
even humane policy forforeign governments, 
is one of such uncompromising firmness as 
shall discourage the hostile faction fom she 
secuting their schemes. This party derived 
great encouragement from the diplomatic 
successes ef Mr. Burlingame, and the recep- 
tion of the mission of Chung-how is still fur- 
ther calculated to strengthen their hands. 
* T have the honour to be, - 


ce. 
Your obedient Servant 
A. MICHIE, 
Chairmar. 
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Against this Mr. Hanbury after some re- 
marks read the following protest: 


I protest against the Letter to the Chairman of 
the Sanden Committee of China Merchants as 
being libellous in character, and lowering to the 
Chamber of Commerce, bringing as it dves a 
charge of complicity with murder against a man 
never formally accused of the crime, and virtually 
acquitted of any supposed complicity by his ap- 
pomtmeut as Ambassador to France at the request 
of Count Rochechouart the Minister for France, 
and submit the following reasons why the letter 
should not be sent. 

ist.—The charge of complicity with murder is 
to be found in the following paragraphs of th 
Letter. : 

“That objection is nothing less than Ciung 
How’s supposed, complicity in the barbaroug mur- 
ders of the twenty-one Europeans who were liv- 
ing under his protection, Chung How was at the 


head of the executive, civil and miiitary, of Tient- 


—_—-- 


sin at that time when that horrible atrocity 
was perpetrated in open day, and he had held that 
responsible position for ten years during which 


| time he was in constant communication with the 


Foreign Consuls and others.” 

* When the attack had actually commencéd on 
the 2ist, Chung How still denied a!l protection to 
the Europeans, although he had six hundred dis- 
ciplined troops under his immediate command 
on the spot.” 

“He is so notoriously implicated in the murd- 
ers of June that his being permitted to leave 
China, even on the pretence of a mission to 
France, will be in the eyes of the whole Chinese 
people, a public condonation of that crime.” 

But this charge is disproved by the fact that the 
Minister of France, after investigation on the 
spot has acquitted Chung How, and fixed the 
guilt upon others ; thus it seeins too great an as- 
sumption on the part of the Chamber located 
beaseade of miles from the scene of the tragedy, 
and whose facts are largely derived from 
anonymous contributions to the newspapers and 
meny impussible of verification, to state so autho- 
ritatively the guilt of a man who has not been so 
judged by the foreign authorities at the North. 

2nd,—It would be derogatory to the character 
of the Chamber to have remained silent as re- 


gards this charge of complicity with murder 


during the past four manths when they have 
been cognizant of the fact that the mission of 
Chung How was contemplated, andas soon As he has 
left on his Mission to Europe to forward after him 
so serious a charge without giving him the chance 


of rebutting it by any evidence he might have © 


been able to bring forward in China. 

3rd.—The proposed indictment against Chung 
How necessitates a serigus counter charge against 
the French Minister, of having requested the 
Chinese Government to send an official as am- 


bassador to his country who is “ notoriously im- | 


plicated in the murders of June” ; nor is it easy 
to see how, if the statement of the Chamber is 
to be accepted. the foreign Consuls in Shanghai 
can explain their honorable reception of such a 


manu. 
| T. HANBURY. 


A number of members having given var- | 


ious reasons for warmly approving of the 
letter and urging its adoption, the Resolu- 
tion was again put to the meeting and car- 
ried, Mr. Hanbury dissenting. 
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United States Consul General, Shanghae. 
Sir 

oe representatives of the late firm of Howarn & Co. we take the liberty of again laying before you 
particulars of our claim, with the correspondence in connexion therewith, a the Chinese Imperial Govern- 
ment, amounting to Fifteen Thousand Taels (Tls, 15,000), with interest to be added to date of payment at one 
per cent per month, which we are prepared to show is necessary as compensation for the loss we sustamed 
through the unlawful seizure and detention of the steamer “ Hellespont’ by the Chinese Customs Authorities 
at Chinkeang, while on a voyage up the river Yangtsze, on the 27th of May, 1862. 

We entered a protest against the unlawful seizure of the vessel at the time, and again on the 12th of March, 
1863, called your attention to our claim; we now have to request that you will lay the case before His Excellency 
the Honorable Anson BurLiNGAME, praying that he may be urged to demand frem the Imperial Authorities at 
Pekin an immediate settlement of our clam, which has now being laying over fer nearly five years. 

If you will ca!l His Exeellency’s attention to your letter to the Taotai, dated June 11th, 1862, and his answer 
thereto, we feel quite satisfied that His Excellency will see the justness of our claim, as the Chinese Authorities 
show by that letter, the ‘‘ Hellespont” was quietly prosecuting a legitimate business when she was unlawtully 
seized ahd detained, thus causing us great loss. 


We have the honour to be 
Your most humble and obedient servants, 
BENJ. A. WARDELL. 
ALBERT N. SHEARER. 
By their Attorney, 
: F. MONT MILNE. 
FRED. H. B. JENKINS. | 


Comprising the late firm of Howarp & Co, 


Letter of Captain Frteut, of Str. ‘* Hellespont,” at Chinkeang, informing Howarp & Co. of his seizure and 
detention by the Custom House Authorities at that port. 


Messrs. Howarp & Co., Chinkeang, May 28th, 1862. 
Gentlemen, 

I have to inform you of the misfortune, in which the “ Hellespont”’ has got into: on May 27th towards 
evening, I returned at Sha-man-chau after havitig towed a junk up to Ty-dong, and found the ‘** Pluto” anchored 
a little astern of the plate, .ThegCaptain of Pluto” came on board, and informed me that he had instructions 
from the Commissioner of Customs to forbid the 8. 8. “ Hellespont” from proceeding up. the River. I -asked 
him for his warrant, but he had none. Not knowing exactly what to do, whether to proceed up to Hankow and 
not mind him, I finally made up my mind to go to Chinkeang and find out the difficulty. On the morning of 
28th, I proceeded .to Chinkeang and saw Mr. LeonarpD, who told me that I was to remain at Hankow. until he 
received instructions from Shanghae, and that at last, be had found out the traffic of the ** Hellespont,” and that 
it was time to put a stop to it. I defied him to stop the ‘‘ Hellespont” without a warrant from the American 
Consul. He will not give me any information as for the what, or what for he detains her. All he has to say is 
that it will be settled between the owners and foreign Custom House at Shanghae. I showed him the chop | had, 
also another I took care to get from the head Mandarin at Eching. He would not even look at them, neither 
will he tell me upon what grounds the “‘ Hellespont” is detained. All he has to say is, that the Mandarin of 
that place has given no permission for her to tow, and that he knows all the instructions that has been given, 
would not acknowledge the chop, and told me that Americans were only trading on the River on sufferage. 

Some two days previous, he took Sun-cheong’s head man prisoner on board the ‘‘ Pluto,”’ there he re- 
mains at present, also three white men who were discharged from the Brig. He took this Chinaman, because 
they found an American flag and a foreign jacket in his house; the other three, I cannot find out what they 
were taken for. I have an old man belonging to Sun-cheong on board, he intends bringing the head Mandarin 


down to-morrow, and try to settle matters, but I am afraid he can do but little in the matter as Leonarp will 


hear nothing, until he gets news from Shanghae. 


I remain, i 
Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) § THOS. JNO. FILLEUL. 


P.8.—I had a few high words with Mr. Lronarp regarding his authority; he wanted me to give him River 
Pass and Arms’ Certificate, which I refused: having been once cleared by Custom House, I consider that I 
have a right to proceed to Hankow. The Chinamen want me to start and not heed them. 


uv. > & (Signed) . J.F. 


Letter addressed to the Commissioner of Customs, Shanghai, on Receipt of Capt Fruuxut’s Letter to Howarn & Co. 
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of 28th May, informing them of the seizure and detention of the Str. “‘ Hellespont,” at Chinkeang. 


Sir, a RL rh Coe ee ape oe | ae Shanghae, 2nd June,§1862. 
We are informed by Captain Fr.txvt, of the steamer “‘ Hellespont,” that on the evening of May 27th 


last, he was boarded by the in of the steamer “ Pluto,” and ordered to return to ar where he has 


. 9 > 
; ah tas, = 
et vt he ter - 
Poe Pais s Aj incl 


with any rea~ 


te 


£. ante 
a pe 
o “3 y 


been detained by J. K. Leoxarp, Esq., Commissioner of Customs, without being 


“. * be 
Le eee € ~ 
ee vit HE Rtg 
> ee ot : 
nk a ve UF as 


ie by ph beat ale a a Se ted P : eee hs \ ‘ . x 
; ie b as ‘¢ ‘ ‘ 6) = a " ay ae > Aue iets bs nie doh d oye spitnes ‘ ae " “ : 
i nik . . “y 7 ; ae”) * Ba vad e aie ef r r | 4 Me ttc ae e,;e« maeae ake . ae ro 
3 7% M : 
* . 5 a ee , * mi ~ % . = Se wi 5 : ¥ “a ,, | . . 
, hy . ava i? i ‘ah ay f Pe eo x bs is ri ; a » + wei ng res 5 BE an * oy ‘ ip oie ae 
- 4 2 ov y * ie 7 A > 4 om < ee | > ¥ 
ee a Se eae Ae a a gee ee ge ee” : . ae Bete e baer a es ; as ; Bee TE , 
- t ¥ : 2 te + * a. Wes! eg og We ra ; > 2 ot 3 rs a , Mee PG. eA, Ant 
H : , ae ia) ‘ : ‘3 by agin ? J a ort oa ee he tag OF a ate ie Le w be 
4 Ng - ae ees Neh ¢ : Ag bie ‘via te . ae ei ‘ide of ct pre wey.” tae 5 im 
2 hy ‘ o> ae os : ‘thes PPS ola Ne keh. Detitaad eae eet ge, aS hh Ge " ey s : oP a i A 4 en 3 ¢ eae 
4 - J . ; 4 “ 2 dia ae } 
‘ ew 
bias . i % 7 ™ : rae" ae a - 


ai SS, . wo . 
ad j A gg ea . mh 
ET en tea oe oe “4 


Ae 


7. ; 
. 


3 : % i] 


i BE has ob 7 my re * 
mie igs ’ ‘4 a ay ‘ be, os ey iv SF 
p- yo, ’ ie aa ae , ‘3 
tig aye ae risihg Eke the. RT tes 4 - , 
eal | ~ ’ re — = ‘ 


yy et Se 4 
oe 
: 


ae, eer ie ope 
ah ? 
¥ Wt r be iy a 

a PF. eh F 


Letter from |. K. LEONARD, Psy. Deputy Commissioner of Customs at Chinkeang to Captaim Filleul, directing the 
wip. * di, i, spont ” fr proceed fo Shanaghae, 


To Cartiin FILLevn, 
American Sur. ** Hellespont.” Chinkeang, 4th June, 1862. 


Having received instructions to send your vessel to Shanghae, I have to request that you will on receipt 


of chis procee | thither without delay, taking charge of the accompanying packet for the Commissioner of Customs. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) JAS. K. LEONARD. 


Deputy Commissioner of Customs.» 


Leter from Captain Fitirun, of Str. “ Hellespont,” at Chinkeang, to Howarp & Co., after receiving the above 
Letter from Commissioner of Customs at that port. : 


Messrs. Howarp & Co. Chinkeang, June Sth, 1862. 
Gentlemen, 


_I am nearly crazy waiting to hear from you. Here several steamers have come up from Shanghae, 
and no news. I have received instructions from the Celestial Deputy Commissioner of Customs at Chinkeang 
to proceed to Shanghae; now that puts me in a fix—arriving in Shanghae without a Port Clearance from 
Custom Horse—that would never do. Enclosed you will find a copy of the letter | intend to send him tomorrow, 
should E not receive instructions from you before that. I have given him my mandarin papers to copy ;. he 
wanted to keep them for a day, but would not allow them to be copied only in my presence. The first hnguist 
who copied them could make nothing of the seal, therefore a second linguist was sent on board to copy it, and 
le seems to be perfectly satistied; he told me privately that the Customs could not stop us, and that cue of the 
chops was signed by the Viceroy of Tychow, and had power over eighteen provinces, and that I could sue 
LEONARD for detention. 

I have made up my mind not to start from here until I receive orders from you, or that the Celestial shows 
me a warrant from the U.S. Consul. I cannot make out why you do not write. I see on the papers “ Hellespont” 
at Chinkiang; even had you not received my letters from Messrs. Dent & Co. per ** Yangtze,” I fully expected 
some news per ‘* Sir Charles Forbes” or by ‘* Cosmopolite.” If any letters should have been mislaid it would 
be best to send a messenger, or should I have to go to Shanghae, I shall make it night arriving at Woosung, and 
anchor there, where I might communicate with you, Hoping to hear soon from you, 


[| remain, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) THOS. JNO. FILLEUL. 


Letty from Captain Fituev. to J. K. Leonarp, Esq. Deputy Commissroner of Customs at Chinkeang, in reply to 
his of Ath of June, 1862, ordering the ‘* Hellespont” to Shanghae. 


J. R, Lronxarp, Esgq., | 
Deputy Commissioner of Customs. Chinkeang, June 5th, 1862. 
Sir, : | 

I received a letter from you, stating that you had received instructions to send the ‘* Hellespont” down 
to Shanghae, I request that you should produce those instructions or a warrant from the U. 8. Consul, authoriz- 
ing me to proceed to Shanghae; until then, I await instructions from Messrs. Howarp & Co. owners of *‘ Hel- 
lespont.”” Having been cleared from the Custom House at Chinkiang, I am willing to proceed to my port of 
destination. If you still forbid the Steamer from proceeding on her voyage, I still hold you responsible for the 
detention of the “ Hellespont.” : 

[ remain, yours faithfully, 


(Signed) THOS. JOHN FILLEUL. 


No further Correspondence passed with regard to the matter until the Str. “ Hellespont” arrived in 
Shanghae, on 7th June, by instruction of J. K. Leonarp, Esq., when the following Letter was sent to 
the Commissioner of Customs at Shanghae by Howarp & Co, 


Oe eee erent tenes SA - ontne — tin ar nly 


Sir, : Shanghae, June 7th, 1862. 
| We beg to report the arrival of the steamer ‘“‘ Hellespont” from Chinkeang, under orders of 
J. K. Leonarp, Esq., Deputy Commissioner of Customs at that port. -A copy of his Letter to the Captain we 
heg te enclose. | 
We are, Sir, 
| Your most obedient servants, | 
To the } - (Signed) HOWARD & CO. 


Commassioner of Customs, Shanghae. 
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Letter addressed by Howarp & Co. to Groncx F. SEWARD, Esq., United States Consul, informing 7 him of the 
seizure of the steamer “Hellespont,” with particulars of same; also, protesting against the seizure of the vessel, 

cand petitioning him to request that indemnit ity be paid to them for loss through ough detention. — Bint Hic: 
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to give up unless he should show authority from the U.S. Consul for making such demand. On the evening of 
June 5th the Deputy Commissioner of Customs gave the Captain written instructions to proceed to Shanghae, 
and she arrived here on the 7th instant. We duly reported her arrival to the Commissioner of Customs, and 
desiring to know for what offence she had been ordered back to Chinkiang, and sent to Shanghae, but up to date 
we have received no satisfactory reply. : 

We now therefore beg to protest against the unlawful detention of the steamer ‘ Hellespont” by the repre- 
sentatives of the Imperial Government, and have to request that you claim from them the sum of Twelve 
Thousand Taels of Shanghae Sycee, damages accruing to us from such—viz. from the 27th May to the 7th June— 
as we are sufferers to that amount which we are prepared to prove. We also have to request that the ‘ Helles- 

nt” be allowed to continue her voyage as intended when she was duly cleared from here at’ the Imperial 
Custom House on the 23rd May last. 
We are, Sir, 
Your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) HOWARD & CO. 
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From the Toutai We at Shanghae to the United States ¢ Yonsul. 
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Translation of the above. 


Er) 


: The Taotai would inform the U. 8. Consul, that he has received a Despatch froin Mr. FitzRoy, Acti 
Inspector General of Customs, in which he states that he has received a Despatch from the Assistant rremed Ero. 


of Customs at Chinkiang (Ling + LEONARD), stating that the steamer ‘‘ Hellespont” belo 


| , : ; nging to Howarp 
& Co. American Merchants, had been engaged in clandestinely trading at a place not open for , trade, 


ed Sha-man-chau vb ed dH, and requesting that the Taotai should examine and deal with said vessel 


- gecordin gl * | 
vate Fe Paotai on investigation finds that by the Regulations for trade on the Yangtsze River, there are open to 
trade only the Ports of Kewkiang and Hankow above Chinkiang. Now the iidlice ctambtendealy of said Mer. 
chants at any port on the River, not open to Commercial intercourse (or trade) is a breach of the Commercial 
Regulations, and the Taotai decides that said vessel’s River Pass should be taken away, and she be not permitted 
> upon the River Yangtsze, which is in accordance with the Regulations. Besides having the Customs 


U.S. Consulate, Shanghae, June 11th, 1862. 


Te His Exeelleney Woo, Intendant of Cirenit, &.. &e. 
sir. 
lL have the honor to inform you that I have acquainted Messrs. Howarp & Co. owners of the steamer 
f mer ont,” with the contents of your communication m reference to their vessel. 
The > de ny having traded at Sha-man-chan, or having an establishment there for that or any other purpose, 
The ph ace had been a rendezvous for Salt Junks, which the v have been in the habit of tewing to Hankow, having 
wits tor that P urpose signed by v the (rovernor-Gener: al ot that prov ince. 
You will there see that the have not been engaged in trading at an unopened port, or in any way defrauding 
revenues. 3 
They demand, if you do not deem this explanation sufficient, that evidence be brought to prove these charges. 
saggest therefore, if vou are not — with this explanation, that witnesses be summoned to give evidence 
~ > in he matter, that the case may be decided. Meanwhile, as the house is perfectly safe, and it is a great loss to 
) have the steamer doing ho business, it will be best te allow her to proceed up the river. lf it prove to be true 
= 2 that she has been wrongly engag ed, the River Pass can be withdrawn, while if it be not true there will be less 


loss to be sustained. 


I have the honor fo be. Sir. 


Your obedient Servant, 
-_ (Signed) GEQ, F. SEWARD, 
a U. 8. Consul. 
a 
~ - 
5 Despatch from the Taotai of Shanghae, Wu, to G. F. Sewarp, £sg., U.S. Consul, in answer to- his 
3 Desputch oj Lith June, 1862. ' 
- Were, the Taotai, ac ‘knowledges the receipt of the Consul’s despatch, dated June the 11th, 1862, in reference 
~“} to Messrs.. Howarp & Co.'s steamer the ‘ Hellespont,” and having given attention to the contents of said despatch, 
the Taotai finds, upon investigation, that the steamer belonging to the said hong has never prior to this occasion 
S| F done anything contrary to the regulations of the Treaty, and as the Consul 1G a that same steamer may be 
~ temporarily permitted to navigate the Yangtsze -kiang i in regard to this vessel’s having been trading at places on 
/ = the river not open to trade, the : Taotai- will make further enquiry, and should he find that Said vessel has really 
) 7 been so engaged, and have substantial evidence thereof, then the River Pass of this vessel will be taken from her, 
_ and she will not ba allowed to trade on the river. 
“ Wherefore the Taotat makes this reply to the Consul, requesting him to inform said hong. 
, Toong-che, Ist year, 5th month, 18th davy=June 16th, 1862 
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Letter from Deputy U.S. Consul, Shanghae in reply to Capt. GRENNAN’S of steamer “Hellespont,” requesting that 
the steamer might leave Shanghae and proceed on her voyage, without waiting for further instructions. 


CapTaIn GRENNAN. 
Dear Sir, 

If the steamer “‘ Hellespont ”’ leaves this Port, this evening, without further cognisance from Gro. F. 
Sewarp, U. 8. Consul at this Port, he will not hold himself bound in any way to intercede in the case which 
has caused your return from Chinkiang on clearance from this Port, dated May 23rd, 1862. | 

| Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) GEO. S. PORTER, 
D. Consul for the United States at this Port. 

Shanghae, June 12th, 1862. 


Letter received from Commissioner of Customs, Shanghae, r leasing the steamer ** Hellespont,” pending further 
Correspondence on the sulyect. 


Shanghae, 12th"June, 1862. 
Gentlemen, 

With reference to your letter of the 7th instant, reporting the arrival in this Port of the Str. * Helles- 
pont,”’ I have now received a communication from the Superintendent of Customs, stating that His Excellency 
has agreed with the United States Consul, at Shanghae, not to detain the vessel pending turther correspondence 
on the subject of the complaint made against her by the Custems at Chinkiang. 

| Lam, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Messrs. Howarp & Co. | (Signed ) G. H. FITZROY, 
' Commissioner of Customs. 
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Letter addressed by Howarn & Co. to Grorce I. Sewarp, “Lsy., U.S. Consul, claiming additional compensation 
in consequence of further detention of the steamer ** Hellespont.” 


GrorGE F. Sewarp, Ese., U. S. Consul. Shanghae, 14th June, 1502. 

Dear Sir, : | 

In regard to our complaint against the Imperial Government for unlawful detention of the steamer 
‘* Hellespont,” we now beg to mform you that on the 12th of June, we received from the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, a letter informing us that she might proceed on her voyage; a copy of said letter we herein enclose. 

The ** Hellespont ”’ was seized on the 27th of May last, about thirty five miles above Chinkiang, on the 12th, 
she was liberated at Shanghae, and as it will take her two days to get to the place where she was seized, we now 
beg to claim for an additional amount of damage, resulting to us by a detention of five days in excess of the 
amount claimed in our letter of the 9th instant last of Three Thousand Taels, Shanghae Sycee. 

We enclose a letter to H. E. the Superintendent of Customs, which we have to request that you will for- 
ward to him, | 


a 


We are, Sir, 
Your obedient Servants, 


(Signed) HOWARD & CO. 
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Letter aildressed by Howarv & Co. to H. £. the Superintendent of Customs enclosed to G. F. Spwarp, Esq. as 
mentioned in Howarp & Co’s letter to him of 14th June, as above. 


To H. Excellency Woo, 
Superintendent of Customs, &e. Ke. 
Sir, | 


On the 23rd of May last, our steamer the ‘“‘ Hellespont” was legally cleared at the Custom House for =! 
Hankow, proceeding up the River Yangtsze, and duly cleared at the Custom House, Chinkiang. On the even- 
ing of the 27th May, as she was coming to anchor at a place called Sha-man-chau, she was boarded by an officer 
of the Imperial Customs, and ordered to return to Chinkiang, so on the morning of the 28th, she returned to 
Chinkiang, and the Commissioner of Customs ordered her to remain at Chinkiang, until he gave her permission 
to leave, which she did. On the 5th instant, the Commissioner of Customs ordered her to return to Shanghae, 
and she arrived here on the 7th. «We immediately reported her to the Commissioner of Customs, and requested 
to know why she-was detained, he gave no satisfactory answer, and on the 12th instant, he gave her permission 
to continue her voyage, | 3 : 

Thus the steamer has been detained sixteen days, besides two days that it will take her to return to the place 
where she was seized, and we are sufferers to the extent of Fifteen Thousand Taels Shanghae Sycee, by this de- 
tention, which we are prepared to proye. } 

.. Your Exce ca? Rial gaa seivoan to the U. 8. Consul, aceuses the “ Hellespont” of trading at an un- 

_ opened. Port on the. — In answer to this, we have only to state, that the ‘‘ Hellespont” has never at any 

time either taken in or discharged any cargo at ‘Sha-man-chan ; she has towed junks from Sha-man-chau, so 
have-other foreign steamers of which your Excellency is well aware, and no notice has been taken of them, how 

then can the * Hel 
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COPIES OF STATEMENTS, 


Mode at the United States Consulate General, and certified to before Gro. 8. Porter, Deputy U.S. Consui, Shang- 
hae, by the Claef Offer and Engineers of the steamer “ eather ee: at the time of her seizure. 


On the 27th day of May, 1862, the American steamer “* Hellespont,” on coming to anchor for the night off 
San-man-chau, on her voyage up the Y angtsze river, was boarded by a Customs officer, who ordered to 
retarn to Chinkiang. On the 28th she returned to Chinkiang, and the Deputy Commissioner of Customs at that 
port ordered her to remain tere until he gave her permission to leave, which she did.. On the Captain demanding 
to know why he was detained, the Comminiioner of Customs would give no satisfactory answer, but merel 
demanded the steamer’s River Pass and Arms Certificate, which the Captain declined to give up, unless he should 
show authority from the U.S. Consul for making such demand. On the evening of June 5th the Deputy Com- 
missioner of Customs gave the C aptain written inetrastions to proceed to Shanghae, where she arrived on ‘the 7th 
June. On the 12th June the steamer was released, and it would take her at least two days to get back to the 
point on the river at which she was seized. The steamer was therefore detained from 27th May, 1862, to the 
14th June, 1862. 


A ee tte ~ - a ete © nme 0 el Ne yh “~ A ee te ten nem mr 


I do hereby certify that the ‘ Hellespont” cleared from Shanghae on the 23rd May, 1862, on a vo up 
the Yangtsze, and during that voyage I was acting in the capacity “of chief officer of the said steamer, cori do 
hereby certify that the foregoing statement is correct in every particular. And I do further certify that neither 
the steamer “ Hellespont, ” or any of the employés on board ‘of her had been en in any traffic whatsoever 
contrary to the river regulations, and as authorized by the Custom House Authorities. - I further certify that I. 
was emploved over a year as chief officer on board the “ Hellespont,” and during that time I do not know that 
the said steamer ever infringed the Custom House rules, | 


(Signed) GEO. R. STEVENS, _ - 
Chief Officer 8.8. ‘ Cosmopolite.” 
CONSULAR STAMP. True Signature, 
(Sis gned) GEQO. S. PORTER, 
Deputy Consul, 


I do hereby certify that the steamer ‘* Hellespont.” cleared from Shanghae on the 23rd May, 1862, on a 
voyage up the Yangtsze, and during that voyage I was acting in the capacity of second engineer of said steamer, 
and I do he reby certify that the foregoing statement is correct in every particular. And I do hereby further certify 
that neither the steamer “ Hellespont,” or any of the employés on board of her had been engaged in any traffic 
whatsoever contrary to the river regulations, and as authorized by the Cust- ~‘~use Authorities, I further 


certify that I was employed several months as second engineer on board the : ot,”’ and during that time 
I do not know that the said steamer ever infringed the Custom House rules | 
(Si, FRANK GRENNAN. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 23rd day of May, 1863. 


(Signed) GEQ. 8. PORTER, 
Db. U. S. Consul. 


[ do hereby certify that the ‘* Hellespont” cleared from Shanghae on the 23rd May, 1862, on a voyage up 
the Yangtsze, and during that voyage I was acting in the capacity of third engineer of said steamer, and I do 
hereby certify that the foregoing statement is correct in every particular. And I do further certify that 
neither the steamer “ Hellespont,” or any of the employés on hoard of her had been engaged in any traffic 
whatsoever contrary to the river regulations, and as authorized by the Custom House Authorities. I further 
certify that I was employed several months as third engineer on board the ‘ Hellespont,” and during that time 
| do not know that the said steamer ever infringed the Custom House regulations. 


(Signed) JOSEPH BRYAN. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23rd day of May, 1863, 


(Signed) GEO. 8 PORTER, ' 
D. U. 8. Consul. 


Letter addressed to Ce tain H. 8S. WAKEMAN, Commanding H. I. M. Revenue steamer “* Pluto,” who seized the Str. 
‘ Hellespont,” requiring his answer to several questions regarding the seizure. 


Caprain WAKEMAN, : 3 
H. I. M. Revenue steamer “ Pluto,”’ _ Shanghae, April 29th, 1863. 
Dear Sir, dat 

On the 27th of May, 1862, the steamer ‘ Hellespont” was seized on the Yangtsze River, at or near a 
place called San-man-chau, by your ‘orders and sent from that place to Chinkiang, from whence she was ordered - 
to Shanghae, being all this time under seizure. When her arrival here was reported to Mr. FirzRoy, Com-_ 
missioner at this Port, he refused to have anything to do with her, allowin —— to return to her former employ- 
ment on-the River, without iS Coma any whatever against her. Excellency the Taotai of Shanghae 
_in a communication to the hme in re is Soe pets ochre! Ths Colnass ovate | 
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8rd. Whether she was seized and detained on account of any acts you saw her commit, or could proves he 
had committed, or whether it was because mere suspicions were entertained against her by the Chinkiang officials? 
By sending us a reply in writing to these questions and exculpating the Steamer, as far as you justly can, 
from the charges made against her, you will greatly oblige. 

| oy Yours faithfully, 


(Signed) HOWARD & CO. 


rt nae ae Ne me —— 


Letter received from Captain Wakeman of H. I. M. Str. “* Pluto,” in reply to Howarp & Co.'s of 29th April, as 
above, confirming the fact that the Str. “Hellespont” was seized and detained on mere suspicion. 


Messrs. Howarp & Co. : .Shanghae, May 24th, 1863. 

Gentlemen, 

In reply to your letter received and dated April 29th, 1863, and in answer to your first question, I beg 
to inform you that I was not aware of the 8. 8. “‘ Hellespont” having on the voyage, during which she was 
seized, been engaged in tratling on the River Yangtsze at any unauthorized ports. 

In reply to your second question, I was not aware of her having committed any illegal act during that voy- 
age, or of not having at all times conformed to the existing regulations. 

In reply to your third question.—The 8. 8. “ Hellespont” was not seized, and detained on account of any 
acts that I saw her commit, and I believe that she was seized on account of mere suspicions entertained against 
her by the Chinkiang officials. é , * | 

would also add, that at that time I was the only person cohnected with the Customs, deputed to watch 
that part of the River to prevent illegal traffic, and I never had reason, before or after the seizure, to suspect the 
es Hellespont ” as being engaged in any illegal \trade» my instructions were simply to seize her, should she 
anchor anywhere between Sha-man-chow and Etching, or any way near to either places. On the 27th of May, 
1862, just as it was getting dark she anchored in the river off Sha-man-chow, and I then in virtue of my instrue- 
tions, seized her, but for what reason I am not aware. Capt. THomas FILuevt, the Commander of-the “ Helles- 
pont ”’ offfred to produce his peeety and to assist me in segrehing the ship for any illegal cargo. Af the time 
she anchored she was bound down the River. 

| I am, Gentlemen, 


4 Neen * — Your obedient Servant, 
Messrs. HOWARD & CO. (Signed) H. 8. WAKEMAN. 
Shanghae. 
din inlpmncinceepetigaammintnie pining etiam eiagsnnltgasetapaeainctaiibiaitelpadips titties — + ame 


Letter received from Gro. 8. Porter, Depyty U. S. Consul, Shayghae, enclosing copy of Despatch from H. E. the 
Superintendent of Customs. — 


Messrs. Howarp & Co., Shanghae, U. 8. Consulate, Shanghae, 16th June, 1862. 
Dear Sirs, 


Enclosed, please find copy of communication received from the Taotai, in reference to the detention a 


the steamer “‘ Hellespont.” By the sine you will observe it is requisite to delay the presentation of your claim 
for damages (per letter sys, am at this Consulate on the 14th instant) until the return of said steamer, or a 
sufficient length of time is allowed for the authorities to make enquiry in the matter. 


: : I remain, 3 
™% 7 * Your obedient Servant, 


| (Signed) GEO. 8. PORTER, 
| | Deputy U. 8, Consul. 


Copy of Despatch from His. Excellency W00, Superintendent of Customs, in answer to G. F. Sewarp’s Despatch 
of 11th June, 1862. - 
To Geo. 8. Porter, Esa. ' 
U. 8. Deputy Consul. 
Woo the Taotai acknowledges receipt of the American Consul’s reply to his letter in regard to the 
Steamer “ Hellespont.” : 

As the Taotai from this does not find that the said Steamer has transgressed the Regulations, therefore ac- 
cording to the Consul’s request, the said vessel is permitted temporarily to proceed up the River Yangtsze. As 
to said Steamer’s having traded at ports not open to trade, the Taotai will make the necessary enquiry, and if he 
finds that there really is evidenoe, then he will have to take away and cancel her River Pass, and not permit her 
to trade on the River ; and he therefore will trouble the Consul to inform said Hong accordingly. 


5 month, 18th day. June 14th, 1862. 


Letter addressed by Howarp & Co. to Grorce F. Sewarp, Esg., U.S. Consul, enclosing their Claim, 
duly made out, about. ten mouths after the seizure of steamer “ Hellespont.” | 


Wiest Se ela, . = + i> 2 AR oo Be SAR 


G. Fy Sevens Esq., U. 8. Consul. Shanghae, 12th March, 1863. 

ir , : 

” Referrin to our letters under dates June 9th and 14th, 1862, regarding a claim against the Chinese 

: damages ee from unla seizure and detention of Str. 
have to ask of you to take the necessary 


our just 
the 


Memo. of Claim, tnelosed in above Letier to G, F. Sewanv, Esq. 


Cuixnest GOVERNMENT 
To Steamer ‘“‘ Heiiesront”™ anp Owners: Jr. 


To loss of time and business, and expenses of steamer, arising from the seizure of said vessel on 
the 27th day of May, 1862, thirty miles from Chinkeang, by the Custom House Autho- 
rities, when on a lawful voyage and pursuing a legitimate and authorized business, said 
vessel haying been ordered by them to Shanghae, at which port the Customs Authorities 
liberated her on the 12th day of June, 1862, without making any charge against her, and 
acknowledging that she had been wrongly seized and unlawfully detained. 
herefore claimed, 16 days detention and (2) days necessary to place her at same 
point where seized: in all 18 days, besides consumption of fuel and loss of business, 4 
amounting tO Shanghae Sycee 500 600 0eGeUe oa cueeendesn ste ciee es cub Sed bean Lehi derdebesenatustecryeus lee 15,000 4 
Besides which we claim Interest on above amount from 16th June. 1862, to date, at a 
which payment shall be made us.at the rate of one percent per month. * 


(Signed) HOWARD & CO. 


(h.-6 £6, 196 


Shanghai, 12th March, 1865, 
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CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES AT CHINKEAN( 
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27th May, 1862. 
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